
OLVER ANNOUNCES $39,100 FOR ORANGE TOWN HALL

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded a $39,100 Rural Development community facility grant to the town of Orange. The funds will be used to help renovate the Town Hall auditorium for its full use for town meetings and other community activities.

         "Having a modern and safe Town Hall is a crucial part of building and maintaining a strong and active community," Olver said. "Given the current state of the economy these federal funds are especially welcome."

         In 1999, after the building had been closed for over a decade, the town of Orange was awarded a $225,000 Department of Housing and Community Development grant for initial renovations to the Town Hall. This money was used to install an elevator and make the street level of the Town Hall compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Since then the town has been actively and successfully fundraising within the community to continue renovations.

         The town is now in the process of making additional improvements needed so that the auditorium can be fully utilized for town meetings, town-sponsored workshops and seminars, and school and cultural activities. This phase of the project consists of restoring the radiator, painting, refinishing the floor, purchasing and installing new window drapes, replacing the balcony railing and restoring the fire escape. The town has appropriated $27,200 toward the project cost and will contribute $4,800 from the Town Hall improvements? fundraising account. The USDA Rural Development community facility grant of $39,100 is the balance needed to complete this phase of the project.

         "Once these renovations are complete the Town Hall will provide needed space for both town government meetings and cultural entertainment," added Olver.

         For more information, contact Rick Kwiatkowski, Town Administrator, at 978-544-1106
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